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Violence is a serious and pervasive problem in both young people and 
adults. A concerning level of crime and disorder and the criminalisation 
of youth has broad social, legal, economic and health consequences. 
Crime and violence are often rooted in broader urban and social problems. Media and 
community responses call for more, and more authoritarian, sanctions. Australian prison 
populations have grown by almost 40% over five years, with higher rates of growth for 
female offenders. Such growth is unsustainable and unnecessary as intervention can 
lead to desistance from crime. Efforts to prevent violence and to understand and treat 
violent offenders come up against ‘get tough on crime’ approaches, which are often 
disaggregated and fail to address the ‘real world’ problems. A broad range of professionals 
are involved in such efforts but confront difficulties in achieving cooperation, with whole 
of government commitment.  

This international conference brings together policy contributors, lawyers, clinicians, legal 
decision makers, advocates, and researchers to explore the phenomenon of violence 
from a cross-disciplinary perspective, focusing on clinical, welfare, and legal strategies to 
explore effective responses to addressing, intervening and preventing violent behaviour. 

The conference will be held at Palazzo Vaj, the Monash University Centre in Prato, 
Tuscany, which provides an exciting opportunity to meet in an inviting setting to share 
research, practice and policy developments that enable a critical examination of novel 
approaches to understanding and managing violence across the lifespan. 

This exciting conference is hosted by:  
Professor James Ogloff AM (Swinburne University of Technology, Australia), and  
Professor Rosemary Sheehan AM (Monash University, Australia).

The conference will give particular attention  
to the following themes:
• Understanding violence and offending
• Exploring youth violence and anti-social behaviour
• Family violence and child welfare 
• Gender and cultural effects
• Legal reforms for managing violent offending
• Advances in offending programs and approaches  
 to desistance from violence
• Mental illness, trauma, personality dysfunction,   
 substance misuse and violence
• Risk, intervention, diversion and decarceration   
 approaches and policy. 

The conference will offer considerable opportunity  
for cross-national dialogue.  

Keynote speakers, presented papers and roundtable 
forums, address the aims of the conference.

Join us in Prato



Keynote Speakers

The breadth of 
knowledge and 
experience our
Keynote Speakers 
bring to our 
conference will  
be invaluable

Judge Amanda Chambers                                                 
Judge Amanda Chambers is President of the Children’s 
Court of Victoria and a Judge of the County Court of Victoria, 
Australia. She is a member of the Victorian Courts Council 
and sits on the Board of the Judicial College of Victoria. Prior 
to her appointment as a Judge, she served as a Magistrate 
of the State of Victoria for over eight years.

 Professor Giovanni de Girolamo                                     
Giovanni de Girolamo is the former Scientific Director of the  
St John of God Clinical Research Centre in Brescia, Italy and 
current Head of the Unit of Psychiatric Epidemiology and 
Evaluation. He is Professor of Psychology and Psychiatry at 
the Department of Psychology, Catholic University, Milan, 
and at the Residency Program in Psychiatry, University of 
Milan Bicocca. He has a very distinguished career and is a 
highly prolific researcher. He is leading research on mental 
illness and violence. 

Judge Alice Grunenwald                                                                          
Judge Alice Grunenwald has been a juge des enfants in 
France since 2001, deciding cases about child welfare 
concerns and children in conflict with the law. She is a 
member of the French Association of Juvenile and Family 
Judges and Vice Président of the European group of the 
International Association of Juvenile and Family Judges. In 
her work she regularly responds to cases involving family 
violence in child welfare, and contributes to policy and 
programme responses to protect children, reduce family 
violence and improve family outcomes.

 Professor Fergus McNeill 
Fergus McNeill is Professor of Criminology and Social Work 
at the University of Glasgow where he works in the Scottish 
Centre for Crime and Justice Research and in Sociology. 
Prior to becoming an academic in 1998, Fergus worked for 
a number of years in residential drug rehabilitation and as 
a criminal justice social worker. His many research projects 
and publications have examined institutions, cultures and 
practices of punishment and rehabilitation – and questions 
about their reform.

 Professor Mark Olver 
Mark Olver is a Professor of Psychology at the University of 
Saskatchewan, Canada. Prior to his academic appointment, 
Mark worked as a clinical psychologist in various capacities, 
including providing assessment, treatment, and consultation 
services to young offenders in the Saskatoon Health Region 
and with adult federal offenders in the Correctional Service of 
Canada. He has published more than 100 journal articles and 
book chapters and his research interests include offender risk 
assessment and treatment, young offenders, psychopathy, 
and the evaluation of therapeutic change. He is co-developer 
of the Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offense version (VRS-SO) 
and Violence Risk Scale-Youth Sexual Offense Version (VRS-
YSO), and he provides training and consultation services 
internationally in the assessment and treatment of sexual, 
violent, and psychopathic offenders.

 Professor James Ogloff AM 
James Ogloff is Professor and Director of the Centre for 
Forensic Behavioural Science at Swinburne University of 
Technology. He holds a joint appointment as Executive 
Director of Psychological Services and Research in Victoria’s 
statewide forensic mental health service, Forensicare. He is 
trained as a lawyer and psychologist and has worked in the 
field for more than 35 years, as an administrator, researcher 
and clinician. He leads the Catalyst Consortium to reduce 
persistent violence and sexual offending and he has a 
particular interest in contributing to decarceration and justice 
reinvestment efforts in Australia.  



 Monday 30 September 2019
8.15am  Registration
9.00am – 9.30am Welcome and conference opening:  Professor James Ogloff AM and Professor Rosemary Sheehan AM

9.30am - 10.30am Keynote address: Perpetuating violence or supporting desistance?  
  Professor Fergus McNeill
10.30am – 11.00am  Morning tea

11.00am – 1.00pm Parallel sessions 1A, 1B and 1C
Session 1A: Papers
Exploring youth violence

Session 1B: Papers
Mental illness, trauma, personality dysfunction, 
substance misuse and violence

Session 1C:  Symposium
Issues in the evaluation and  
treatment of stalking offenders

11.00am
Systematic review of risk and needs assessment instruments 
assessing (re)offending in adolescents
Susanne Strand, Martin Lardén, Johan Glad, Helene Ybrandt,  
Pia Nykänen, Anna Attergren- Granath, Johanna Wiss, Agneta Brolund, 
Anna Ringborg, Gunilla Fahlström, Therese Åström

11.00am
Prevalence of posttraumatic stress disorder among 
adolescents in juvenile detention and correctional facilities
Gabrielle Beaudry, Rongqin Yu, Niklas Långström, Seena Fazel

11.00am
Convenor: Michele Galietta
Explaining the onset, persistence and 
desistence of stalking behaviour
Michele Galietta

Evaluating treatment outcomes for  
stalking and intimate partner violence 
offenders
Troy McEwan

Strategies for the treatment and 
management of stalking behaviour
Barry Rosenfeld

11.30am
Themes in sentencing young adults charged with serious violent 
crime involving alcohol and other drugs
Siobhan Lawler, Emma Barrett, Lexine Stapinski, Maree Teesson

11.30am
Changing beliefs & reducing risk: An integrated substance  
use program for mentally disordered offenders
Daniel McFadden, Katrina Prior, Emma Barrett

12.00pm
Increased risk of violence-related death among  
young people exposed to the youth justice system
Melissa Willoughby, Matthew J. Spittal,  
Rohan Borschmann, Stuart Kinner

12.00pm
Supporting magistrates dealing with offenders who have 
mental health issues
Ken Morrison

12.30pm
The extent and significance of young South-Sudanese justice 
involvement in Australia
Stephane Shepherd

12.30pm
Conditional release & post-order outcomes in individuals 
managed under the Crimes  (Mental Impairment and 
unfitness to be tried) Act
Janet Ruffles 
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1.00pm – 2.00pm Lunch
2.00pm – 3.00pm Keynote address: Monitoring of risk of violence and patients’ clinical characteristics: The ‘VIORMED’ prospective cohort study  
  Professor Giovanni de Girolamo
3.00pm – 3.30pm Afternoon tea

3.30pm – 5.00pm Parallel sessions 2A, 2B and 2C
Session 2A: Symposium
Putting theory into practice: Enhancing police 
responses to family violence through structured risk 
assessment and management

Session 2B: Papers
Gender and cultural effects

Session 2C:  Symposium
Violence across the lifespan

3.30pm
Convenor: Troy McEwan

Putting theory into practice: Enhancing police responses  
to family violence through structured risk assessment  
and management
Troy McEwan

Implementing and evaluating a structured professional 
judgement risk assessment tool for specialist family  
violence police
Melisa Wood

The challenges of implementing evidence-based practice  
in policing family violence
Kirei Blackley

Frontline police risk assessment of family violence using a 
quick actuarial instrument: Victoria Police and the VP-SAFvR
Benjamin Spivak

3.30pm
Coercive control, separation violence and intimate 
partner homicide: Tools for assessing risk
Mindy Mechanic

3.30pm
Convenor: Michael Daffern
Youth offending in Singapore:  
Examining protective factors
Chi Meng Chu, Grace S. Chng, Dongdong Li, 
Xuexin Xu, Adam Oei, Kala Ruby.

The implementation and evaluation of 
functional family therapy in Singapore
Eric HOO, Daniel GAN, Chi Meng CHU.

The Dynamic Appraisal of Situational 
Aggression and the introduction of the 
Embedded Aggression Prevention  
Protocol
Tessa Maguire, Michael Daffern,  
Steven Bowe, Brian McKenna.

Precipitants to aggression among older adults 
in residential facilities
Michael Daffern, Terri Robberton

4.00pm
Cultural syndromes and violent offending: Associations 
between honour beliefs and extreme violence
Karl Roberts

4.30pm
Assessing a short term therapeutic psycho-educational 
intervention program for multicultural groups of 
prisoners
Arran Rose

 
5.00pm – 6.30pm  Welcome Reception – Terrace, Monash Centre
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Tuesday 1 October 2019
9.00am – 10.00am Keynote address: Violence in youth: when we ask the hard questions, do we get the right answers?  
  Judge Amanda Chambers
10.00am – 10.30am  Morning tea

10:30 – 12.30pm Parallel sessions 3A, 3B and 3C
Session 3A: Papers
Mental health

Session 3B: Round table
Understanding trauma and its effects: 
Relationships between trauma and   
youth violence

Session 3C:  Symposium
Harmful traditional practices:  
Characteristics, prevention and protection

10.30am
Treating mental illness while in prison
Margaret Nixon, Rachael Fullam

10.30am
Presenters: Jamie Dickson, Kevin Richards

10.30am
Convenor: Karl Roberts

What are harmful traditional practices  
and what do we know about them?
Karl Roberts

Female genital mutilation
Gerry Campbell

Breast ironing
Neelam Sarkaria

Witchcraft
Neelam Sarkaria

11.00am
The correlates of unfitness to stand trial in Victoria, Australia
Grant Blake, James Ogloff

11.30am
Extending the General Aggression Model: Contributions of 
DSM-5 maladaptive personality facets and schema modes
Ashley L. Dunne, Stuart Lee, Michael Daffern

12.00pm
Construct and predictive validity of the Psychopathy Checklist: 
Screening Version in a violent offender population in Australia
Ryan Veal, Christine Critchley, Stefan Luebbers, James Ogloff

12.30pm – 1.30pm Lunch
1.30pm - 2.30pm Keynote address: French judicial procedure: balancing clinical and legal approaches to family violence matters  
  Judge Alice Grunenwald
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2.30pm – 3.00pm Afternoon tea
3.00pm – 5.00pm Parallel sessions 4A, 4B and 4C
Session 4A: Papers
Youth, family violence

Session 4B: Papers
Family violence, Indigenous women & prison

Session 4C:  Symposium
Legal responses to adolescent family violence and  
violence between co-residents in group homes:  
Doing more harm than good?

3.00pm
Pathways to violence: Examining the anatomy of 
radicalisation
William Bloss, Zachary Swehla

3.00pm
The role of prison-based think tanks in breaking 
the cycle of violence
Marg Liddell, Marietta Martinovic

3.00pm
Convenor: Jelena Popovic

Violence towards parents across Victoria
Melanie Simmons, Troy McEwan

The Children’s Court of Victoria’s responses to adolescent  
family violence
Amanda Chambers

Legal responses to adolescent family violence:  
Doing more harm than good?
Elena Campbell

Intervention orders imposed on the mentally ill and  
cognitively impaired persons: Safety belts or wrecking 
balls?
Jelena Popovic

Responding to abuse and violence between co-
residents with cognitive disability in shared supported 
accommodation
Colleen Pearce, Eleanore Fritze

3.30pm
Making and unmaking monsters: Assembling the ‘violent 
young offender’
Diana Johns

3.30pm
Identifying and assessing violence in the context 
of family violence/sexual assault – Entitled 
violence vs violence as a  
form of resistance
Abbey Newman

4.00pm
Whose violence? Young people or government?
Max Liddell, Marg Liddell

4.00pm
Legislative vortex
Corina Martin

4.30pm
The academic achievement of adolescents exposed to 
family violence
Meu Supol, Lata Satyen, Matin Ghayour-Minaie,  
John W. Toumbourou

5.45pm (SHARP)  Bus to Conference Dinner  

7.00pm   Conference Dinner – Artimino

 Provisional Program



Wednesday 2 October 2019
9.00am – 10.30am Parallel sessions 5A, 5B and 5C
Session 5A: Symposium
Primary prevention partnership: Evaluation 
of an embedded youth outreach policing 
pilot program

Session 5B: Round table
Dealing with systems failures in practice:  
How to work within finite legal systems and 
services with the ‘too complex’ client

Session 5C:  Symposium
Through the diversity lens: Harmful traditional practices, 
Homicide  and Intimate partner Violence

9.00am
Convenor: Stefan Luebbers

The Embedded Youth Outreach Project (EYOP): 
Origins, intentions, and conception
Therese Fitzgerald

The challenges and successes of implementing a 
collaborative mobile response model of policing
Stefan Luebbers

Measuring success in a frontline policing setting: 
Preliminary outcome evaluation data
Anne Sophie Pichler

9.00am
Convenors: Erica Contini, Ffyona Livingstone Clark

9.00am
Convenor: Judy Saba

Diversity skills in investigation of harmful traditional practices –  
The intersection of multiple vulnerabilities in the training 
of professionals to understanding and investigate complex 
harmful traditional practices and the transforming of 
stereotypes and bias into applied tools of enquiry (for working 
with CALD and refugee populations)
Judy Saba, Amy Mouafi

Understanding domestic homicide/intimate partner violence 
through a diversity paradigm
Amy Mouafi, Judy Saba

Conditional vulnerability – Victims of childhood physical and 
sexual abuse as participants in adult homicide events
Amber McKinley

10.30am – 11.00am  Morning tea
11.00am – 12.00pm  Keynote address: Evaluating change in violent offenders: linkages to risk assessment and management  
   Professor Mark Olver
12.00pm – 1.00pm  Lunch
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1.00pm – 2.45pm Parallel Sessions 6A, 6B and 6C
Session 6A: Papers
Emerging themes

Session 6B: Papers
Violence and homicide

Session 6C: Papers
Emerging themes

1.00pm
Development of a comprehensive and integrated 
program to address violence with youth offenders 
with cognitive impairment
Joseph Sakdalan, Sabine Visser

1.00pm
New evidence for the effectiveness of violent offender 
treatment in correctional and forensic mental health 
settings: Impacts on institutional misconducts, recidivism, 
and possible ‘change-levers’
Nina Papalia, Ben Spivak, Michael Daffern, James Ogloff

1.00pm
Everyday sadism, subclinical psychopathy and 
empathy: Implications for antisociality
Eve Penford, Michael Rowlands

1.25pm
How do we address family violence in moderate  
and high risk offenders within correctional and 
forensic services
Joseph Sakdalan, Sabine Visser

1.25pm
Developing and testing a program to treat aggressive 
scripts in an offender population
Fiona Morrison, Michael Daffern, Rachael Fullam,  
Kylie Thomson

1.25pm
A systematic review and meta-analysis of the  
effects of judicial supervision on recidivism of  
criminal offenders
Michael Trood, Ben Spivak, James Ogloff

1.50pm
What works? Police interventions in ex-partner 
stalking cases
Cleo Brandt

1.50pm
Transformational environment for violent offenders in 
Singapore Prison Service
Kwek Boon Siang

1.50pm
Hospital load and exposure to violence in 
emergency departments: their relation to 
personnel’s satisfaction with security arrangements
Judy Bendalak, Simha F. Landau

2.15pm
Risk factors for female intimate partner violence  
perpetration in a Victorian police sample
Julia Nazarewicz, Stefan Luebbers,  
Troy McEwan

2.15pm
Youth homicide in Australia: What do we know?
Melodee Faulkner

2.45pm – 3.45pm Keynote address: A systematic approach to reducing persistent violence and serious sexual offending: The Catalyst Consortium.  
  Professor James Ogloff AM

3.45pm – 4.30pm Plenary panel and Conference close



Thursday 3 October 2019  
Optional Workshops
9.00pm – 12.30pm Morning workshop: Professor Mark Olver
  Evidence, issues, and current practices in the treatment and management of violent offenders with psychopathic traits
  This half day workshop provides a review and discussion of treatment issues and approaches with violent offenders, particularly  
  those with psychopathic traits, in terms of interacting risk, need, and responsivity considerations. Service delivery implications are  
  discussed to promote client retention, minimise attrition, and to help maximise the potential for treatment gains. Practical research  
  findings to illustrate clinical applications will be presented and information and guidelines for working clinically with this population  
  will be provided. 

1.00pm – 4.30pm Afternoon workshop: Dr Stefan Luebbers and Professor Rosemary Sheehan AM

  Working with children and adolescents who have been sexually abused.
  This half day workshop will focus on key issues and the needs of children, adolescents and their families who have experienced  
  sexual abuse in family contexts. A framework for screening and assessment considering brain behaviour, physiology, and family  
  systems for healthy self-regulation and development will be presented. The workshop will provide practical advice on case  
  formulation and intervention planning. Including discussion of therapeutic responses to problematic sexual behaviours among  
  children and adolescents, as well as drawing on understandings of sex offender patterns to enhance protective planning and  
  therapeutic care.

 Provisional Program

For information on registering for these workshops, see the conference website:  

www.swinburne.edu.au/prato2019


