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We respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation, who 
are the Traditional Owners of the land on which Swinburne’s Australian 
campuses are located in Melbourne’s east and outer-east, and pay our 
respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.

We are honoured to recognise our connection to Wurundjeri Country, 
history, culture, and spirituality through these locations, and strive to ensure 
that we operate in a manner that respects and honours the Elders and 
Ancestors of these lands.

We also respectfully acknowledge Swinburne’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander staff, students, alumni, partners and visitors.

We also acknowledge and respect the Traditional Owners of lands across 
Australia, their Elders, Ancestors, cultures, and heritage, and recognise the 
continuing sovereignties of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Nations.

Acknowledgement of Country



Trades in 2023



What's affecting our students?

Here’ s some trends that have emerged in the last 3 years:

• The post-COVID world

• More foundation jobs available 

• Increased rates of anxiety

• Increased rates of depression

• Inflation leading to financial pressure

• 2 years structureless

• Interrupted education

It’s Finally 2023!



What types of 
students do you 
see? 



Student 1 - Joel - Just play sport

• Infallible (or thinks he is)

• Lazy

• Arrogant

• Line of least resistance

• Believes he is adorable

• Should be honoured to have him

• Learning gaps

• Thrives on the physical only

• Wants to be a chick magnet

• Red sneakers

Who is Joel?



Student 2 - Tiffany - Lots of money

• Demanding (look at me)

• Entitled

• Drama seeking 

• Vain (I don’t wear boots)

• Opinionated (I’ll tell you what to do)

• Unmotivated

• Friend-Focused – I want my friends to do this too – Believes everything 
on TikTok

• Wants it to be easier (Electricians make the most money)

Who is Tiffany?



Student 3 - Alex – No Idea

• Bored

• Tired

• Disengaged

• Won’t speak

• No ideas

• No ambition

• No interests

• Heavily impacted by COVID and struggling to reconnect post-COVID

Who is Alex?



Student 4 - Dale – Must Be a Doctor

• Anxious

• Nervous

• Catastrophises

• Reluctant

• Fearful

• Forced

• Angry

• Driven to be in medicine - it is the “only choice”

Who is Dale?



Options for
any student



There are many pathways & study choices

Year 10

VCE-VM 
Years 11 & 12

Certificates
II-IV Diploma

University 
Bachelor 
Degree

VCE ATAR
University 
Bachelor 

degree



Trades at Swinburne

• Experiential and authentic learning

• Real-life context

• Teaches knowledge and skills

• Personalised by recognising your strengths

• Flexible

• Student-centered

Applied Learning at Swinburne

Vocational Education & Training at Swinburne

• Prepares students for the workforce

• Teaches knowledge and skills that are industry-specific

• Uses industry standard facilities



Building Trades at Swinburne and future pathways

• Bricklaying

• Carpentry

• Electrical

• Engineering (SC)

• Horticulture

• Landscaping

• Plumbing

All Building Trades – Certificate II pre-apprenticeships

Apprenticeships
Certificate III Level

Certificate IV Diploma Level
Higher 

Apprenticeship
Associate Degree



Other VET at Swinburne and future pathways

• Allied Health (SC) 

• Business (SC)

• Community Services

• Creative Industries

• Design Fundamentals

• ICT (Games)

• Integrated Technology (SC)

• Lab Skills

• Fast Track Diploma Nursing

• VET Sampler

Non-Trades - Certificate II & III Level

Certificates  
III-IV

Diploma Higher Education



HOT TIP

New Employment Forecast Tool

https://www.vic.gov.au/victorian-skills-plan



Don’t read the numbers!



Girls In Trades



Girls in Trades



Girls in Trades



Girls in Trades



Thank You


