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“Donating is about giving someone else freedom. It’s a great feeling knowing that 
there are people trying to help me get through it – it’s not just you against the whole 
world” - Rebecca, recipient of the Claire Sorati Women in STEM Scholarship. 
 
Education is one of the most powerful ways we can change the world and this 
starts with our students. Right now, that power is in your hands. 
 
At Swinburne, we see the potential in students like Rebecca. We see how 
determined they are to study, to pursue their dreams, and to change the world 
for people like you and me.  
 
Please, will you donate today and provide more students with an 
opportunity to change the world?  
 
Rebecca is one of many students whose lives have been changed by the 
generosity of Swinburne alumni just like you. Passionate about how she could 
make the world a better place, Rebecca chose to study a Bachelor of Engineering 
and was later selected as the inaugural recipient of the Claire Sorati Women in 
STEM Scholarship. Claire created the scholarship to help disadvantaged women 
further their education in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering or 
Mathematics) discipline.  
 
“Claire was a woman in STEM herself and went through everything I’m going through 
– but she did it herself. She was determined to help girls like me get the support they 
needed to succeed in a male-dominated environment,” says Rebecca. 
 
You have the power to change the future for a student like Rebecca 
through education. Will you give a gift by Friday 21 December to ensure 
more deserving students can change the world for people like you and me? 
 
There are a number of areas you may choose to direct your donation, so you 
can support what really matters to you. You can also feel confident knowing that 
100% of your gift goes directly to the fund of your choice. 
 
For students like Rebecca, a generous donation can change everything. 
 
“It’s like a weight has been lifted - it’s a huge relief. I will remember this scholarship 
for years to come and the generosity that has been shown to me is what I will show to 
others,” says Rebecca. 
 
Your gift today won’t just change one life, it will help change the world. At 
Swinburne, we know that our future is in the hands of bright, talented students 
like Rebecca, and together, we have the power to make it a good one. 
 
We are aiming to raise $50,000 by the end of the year to ensure we can 
be there for more students in 2019 than ever before. Please, can you 
donate today?  
  



 

 

 
It’s simple to donate. You can call us on 03 9214 5814 or donate online at 
swinburne.edu.au/giving. 
 
Education is one of the most powerful ways we can change the world, and 
today, I hope you can help change our students’ worlds - so they can change 
ours.  
 
Thank you very much for your generosity. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Professor Linda Kristjanson AO, FAICD, FTSE, PhD 
Vice-Chancellor and President 
Swinburne University of Technology 
 
 
 
 
 



Joe Loci with Women in STEM 
Scholarship recipient, Rebecca



How can you  
change lives today?

At Swinburne, we believe everyone deserves the 
opportunity to access a world class education.  
But we can only achieve this vision with the 
support of people like you, who are part of 
our incredible Swinburne community. 



There are a number of ways you can make your donation

Thank you very much for changing the world through education.

Mail
Return the enclosed donation  

form in the reply paid envelope

Online
Visit swinburne.edu.au/giving to  

make your donation online

Phone
Call us on 03 9214 5814 to make  

your donation over the phone
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Research

At Swinburne, we pride 
ourselves on attracting 
world class minds to help 
change the world through 
their big ideas.  

Swinburne’s Mark Adams is currently conducting 
research on methods to conserve water and mitigate the 
impact of future drought through irrigation innovation. 
This will help maximise outputs from farming and drive 
valuable food production.  

The world needs major investment, 
especially in research, to help drive increased 
food production without using more potable 
water and fossil fuel-supplied nitrogen – and to 
help ensure future security and prosperity.

Mark Adams, Professor of BioScience and Innovation

You can support Swinburne’s vital 
research by making a donation today.



The Women in STEM Scholarships were 
established to address the underrepresentation 
of women in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics) disciplines.

Women in STEM

Women currently comprise less than one quarter 
of the STEM workforce. We know how important it 
is to encourage the best female minds to be part of 
advancing Australia’s competitive capability in the field. 
These scholarships champion the principles of access 
and equity, ensuring that women in STEM are supported, 
nurtured and inspired.

I chose to study engineering because I 
wanted to do something fun but challenging – 
I love solving real world technical problems 
and want to change people’s current 
perceptions of what an engineer is 
‘supposed’ to look like.

Vanessa Lim, Bachelor of Civil Engineering

Your gift can help more women 
pursue their dreams. 



Swinburne’s Indigenous Education 
Success Fund aims to empower 
Indigenous students to design their 
own futures, giving them the ability 
to study whilst staying connected to 
country and community. 

Indigenous Education 
Success Fund

I know that studying 
at Swinburne will aid 
me in being able to help 
not just my family, but 
the wider Aboriginal 
community. I want to 
be a positive influence 
and love representing 
the university and my 
Indigenous culture.

Neane, Bachelor of Laws/ 
Bachelor of Arts

You can support the growth of 
future Indigenous leaders by 
making a donation today. 

As a leading university in Reconciliation we are committed to 
learning with Indigenous peoples and actively seek to increase 
the number of Indigenous students at Swinburne. You can 
support scholarships, research and education programs 
that provide increased access for Indigenous peoples.



Swinburne’s Welcome Scholarships 
for asylum seekers and refugees were 
established to support refugee and asylum 
seeker students who are ineligible for 
government funding for tertiary studies.

Welcome Scholarships

However, many students face more than just financial 
obstacles when trying to access education. Isolation, 
displacement, vulnerability and loneliness all make adjusting 
to university life difficult. A Swinburne Welcome Scholarship 
gives students the opportunity to study and build a new life, 
while increasing their self-esteem and providing them with 
an immediate support network.

I didn’t have any money to pay my 
tuition fee nor was I eligible for any kind of 
support. The only thing I had was hope and 
motivation. Now I hold on to my education and 
accomplishing my dream of studying medicine.

Shimelis, Welcome Scholarship Recipient 2017

Your gift can provide hope, safety and 
the opportunity for a better life.
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