
You can change the future 
for a student like Amrita

Swinburne Annual Appeal
Knowing you are part of our past and 

understanding you are part of our future



Amrita came to Australia with her family 
in 2006, fleeing war-torn Nepal.

“My family were farmers living in a 
small rural town. It was a very turbulent 
and unstable time in Nepal. We had a 
government imposed curfew, and could 
not leave the house at certain times.”

Amrita’s story

When she arrived in Australia, Amrita faced many challenges.

“We did not know any English and my father was trying to find 
steady work. Although I tried to improve my English, I was always 
more passionate about mathematics.” 

After completing her schooling, Amrita decided to study a Bachelor 
of Civil Engineering (Honours).

“I chose this area of study because when we lived in Nepal we did 
not have good infrastructure and sometimes there were issues 
with the roads. I think it is an area of study that has real impact.”

There were many factors to consider when selecting a university.

“I know that Swinburne will provide me with a global and quality 
education in the field of civil engineering. I also know that 
Swinburne graduates have a high employment rate.”

Amrita’s family were determined to support her throughout her 
first year at university.

“My father saw how dedicated I was. He tried very hard to pay my 
university bills, going heavily into debt. It was heartbreaking for me 
to see this.”  

When completing her first year of civil engineering, Amrita’s visa 
status was suddenly changed and she was unable to work or study 
for two years.

“I felt restless and disheartened.”

Despite this, Amrita’s commitment to creating a better life for 
herself and pursuing higher education was stronger than ever, 
and eventually her visa status was reversed.

In 2017, Amrita was awarded one of Swinburne’s Welcome 
Scholarships.

“I was so grateful and honoured to receive this scholarship – it has 
been life-changing. It gives me the financial support I need to get 
back to my studies and pursue my goals.”

Amrita works in a palliative care facility and tutors students, 
occasionally working nights and going to class in the morning. 

As for her future, Amrita has her sights set high.

“I want to be a professor, I want to conduct research and teach. 
It is such a rewarding job.”

Amrita Kharel 
Bachelor of Civil Engineering (Honours) 
Welcome Scholar ‘17



Your support enables our students 
to obtain the education they need 

to change the world.

More than 100 years ago, Swinburne opened its 
doors to serve a sector of society otherwise denied 
further education.

The vibrant, multicultural and student-focused 
university you know today boasts more than 50,000 
students from all walks of life.

By offering scholarships to those who might not 
otherwise have access to further education, we 
continue the Swinburne legacy to enable students 
to create a life beyond circumstance. 

Your gift today will change the future for a 
student like Amrita. 

Will you donate to our Christmas Appeal and 
support a deserving student like Amrita? 

Your support will help us shape 
the future, today. 

Your gift – Your choice

Student Scholarships

 + Swinburne Welcome Scholarship for Asylum Seekers
 + Student Advancement Asylum Seeker Scholarship
 + Indigenous Education Support Scholarship
 + Kath Watson Scholarship for Women
 + Women in Stem

Other causes you can support

 + Student Achievement Awards – Mandala Student 
Achievement Award   

 + Swinburne’s discretion  
 + Endowment Fund 
 + Research 
 + Barbara Dicker Brain Sciences Foundation
 + Memorial Funds – Don Iverson and George Collins
 + Library
 + Art Collection
 + Young Mums Program



Thank you for your support  
and generosity!

www.swinburne.edu.au/giving

Swinburne Annual Appeal

CRICOS Provider code: 00111D

“We must always admire the spirit 
of our students who tomorrow, will 

challenge and shape our world.”

Professor Linda Kristjanson AO
Vice-Chancellor and President



Make an impact – donate today
www.swinburne.edu.au/giving

Complete this form and post in envelope provided.

Thank you for your support and generosity!

Yes, I would like to support 
Swinburne’s Annual Appeal

  $25      $50      $75      $125      My choice: $ 

  Monthly gift start date:      /      /   

Please direct my support to:

Student Scholarships    
  Swinburne Welcome Scholarship for Asylum Seekers
  Student Advancement Asylum Seeker Scholarship
  Indigenous Education Support Scholarship
  Kath Watson Scholarship for Women
  Women in STEM

Other causes    
  Student Achievement Awards      Swinburne’s discretion    
  Endowment Fund      Research

  My choice: 

www.swinburne.edu.au/giving

Payment:

I wish to make my donation by:
  Cheque (payable to Swinburne University of Technology)
  Visa        Mastercard

Card number:        /        /        /     

Expiry date:      /   

Cardholder name:  

Signature: 

First and last name: 

Phone number: 

Email address: 

Postal address: 

  I do not wish for my donation to be publicly acknowledged in 
publications and honour rolls.

Please send me more information about:

  Giving to Swinburne       Regular giving and recurring gifts

  Bequests       Volunteering and mentoring       Campus tours

Please update my details:

First and last name: 

Phone number: 

Email address: 

Postal address: 

Swinburne University of Technology is a certified DGR. All gifts of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible for Australian tax-payers. ABN: 13 628 586 699



CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS OF 
UNIVERSITY 
EDUCATION

1992 – 2017


