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Support students
Student Achievement Award
Ease the financial burden for students 
who have experienced adversity 
or obstacles to their education but 
continued to persevere in their studies.

Welcome Scholarship for 
Asylum Seekers
Tear down the barriers for individuals 
whose educational aspirations have been 
interrupted by geographical dislocation 
and hardship.

Indigenous Education Support 
Scholarship
Ensure that no student is left behind. 
Support life-changing scholarships, 
research and educational programs that 
provide equal opportunity for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Kath Watson Scholarship 
for Women
Empower female students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds to undertake 
or continue their tertiary education – and 
to achieve their full academic potential.

Women in STEM Scholarships
Reverse the underrepresentation of 
women in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics), 
encouraging the best female minds to be 
part of advancing Australia’s competitive 
capability in these fields.

Young Mums Program
Give young mothers, aged 15 to 20, 
a nurturing environment in which to 
complete their Year 11–12 qualifications, 
and to pursue a range of vocational 
courses – from Certificate ll in Retail to 
Information Technology and Trades – 
paving pathways to future employment.

Support research
Research with Impact
Contribute to research that transforms 
industries, shapes lives and communities. 
Our research students and staff work in 
niche and developing markets – with a 
reputation for innovation and excellence, 
and a commitment to collaborating with 
local and international industry.

Barbara Dicker Brain Sciences 
Foundation
Join the Dicker family in advancing brain 
and psychological sciences, improving the 
lives of people affected by neurological 
and psychological disorders.

Don Iverson Memorial Fund
Help provide PhD Research Scholarships 
to support the next generation of 
scientists and clinicians in the vitally 
important area of Health. This fund 
honours the memory of visionary 
researcher and inaugural Executive Dean 
of the Faculty of Health, Arts and Design, 
Professor Don Iverson.

George Collins Memorial Fund
Bring the world to our research 
students—fund travel scholarships that 
enable them to collaborate with, and 
learn from, overseas experts. This fund 
honours the memory of highly respected 
physicist and Deputy Vice-Chancellor for 
Research and Development, Professor 
George Collins.

Support resources
Endowment Fund
Create a legacy of learning – help build 
Swinburne’s Endowment Fund for a 
successful long-term future. A healthy 
endowment fund provides security for 
our students, faculty and facilities – 
for today AND tomorrow.

Library
Help ensure the Library is a first-rate 
resource for all Swinburne students.

Art Collection
Contribute to an important part of the 
cultural experience of University life – 
Swinburne’s art collection is more than 
100 years old and comprises more 
than 200 works.

Where Most Needed/Swinburne 
Discretion
We review our priorities annually to 
ensure your generous donations have 
maximum impact for our most important 
areas of need.

Or contact our Advancement team 
to find out more about:

 + Dedicating a gift in memoriam to 
someone special

 + Creating a named scholarship
 + Leaving a gift to Swinburne in your Will

How will you transform the future, today?

With warmest thanks for 
your generosity!

To make your gift, please complete and return 
the enclosed donation form or donate online at 
www.swinburne.edu.au/giving
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 “Seeing the looks on their faces after getting these 
awards – I came away with a much greater understanding 
of what it really means to these students.”

Keith Irvine OAM (GradDipAcctg, 1981) has been giving to 
Swinburne’s Rural and Regional Scholarships and Student 
Achievement Awards for many years, and last year, for the 
first time, had the special experience of meeting the recipients 
face to face.

“I was just thrilled to see these young people, who are 
trying so hard.”

Amongst the recipients, Keith was delighted to meet Matthew 
Ward, a second year Bachelor of Computer Science student 
and champion Paralympic swimmer. Though missing 90% of his 
left hip, Matt has been a keen swimmer for over a decade and 
made a qualifying time for the 2016 Paralympics placing him 
in the top 10 in the world, which he continues to maintain.

Receiving a Student Achievement Award made a huge difference 
to the Albury boy, who juggles studies with daily 5am training 
sessions and working as a swim and piano teacher.

Keith himself was born in Tallangatta, in north-eastern Victoria, 
and left school at 15, with no opportunity to go to university –  
but this did not prevent him from pursuing an extremely 
successful business career, moving from banking to senior 
administrative roles with Coles Myer. He has also held many 
voluntary roles, including a 20-year association with Epworth 
Health, for which he received the Order of Australia (OAM) for 
service to community health.

Keith’s country roots give him a special affinity for supporting 
country students. 

“I’m lucky – I’ve had a good life, I’m in a position where I can 
give a bit back.”

Matthew Ward and Keith Irvine OAM

Carly Copolov

For 28 year-old PhD student Carly Copolov, it was a no-brainer to 
support Swinburne’s Welcome Scholarship Fund for Asylum Seekers.

Her own research into the well-being of young people of refugee 
backgrounds has shown firsthand the urgent need for accessible 
education opportunities for these communities.

Carly’s thesis has focused on Melbourne’s Hazara community, a more 
than 6,500-strong ethnic group from central Afghanistan.

“For young Hazara men, especially, one of their biggest challenges is 
disrupted schooling and education, which makes it hard for them to 
reintegrate into Australian society.

“They often arrive alone, but have to support families and can’t re-enter 
the education system.”

The McKinnon Secondary College alumna did not realise this would 
become her career passion, but volunteering for Ucan2 at the Centre 
for Multicultural Youth during her BA (Psych) Honours year significantly 
opened her eyes to the plight of displaced youth.

Since then, Carly has had research trips to Indonesia; attended an Oxford 
University Summer School on refugee and human rights law; travelled to 
India and Taiwan as a Scanlon-Swinburne Intercultural Fellow to observe 
how these countries implement policy and educational programs to nurture 
social cohesion in multicultural communities; and co-founded Beyond the 
Fabric – an Australian non-profit selling beautiful handcrafts to support the 
refugee and asylum seeker women in Indonesia who make them.

Carly knows people are often daunted by the scale of need for refugees, 
but believes in collective people power. 

“If we all pool our little bit of extra money together, we can achieve a lot. 
It’s bigger and more powerful when we do it together.”

Professor Linda Kristjanson AO, FAICD, FTSE, PhD  
Vice-Chancellor and President

“We must always admire the spirit of our students who, 
tomorrow, will challenge and shape our world.”

The generosity of our Swinburne community enables us to embrace 
change and ignite transformation in ways that challenge and shape 
our future. 

Together, we can continue to tackle global problems with the brightest 
minds and empower deserving students with a world-class education. 

Will you join us?

With your support we can turn knowledge into wisdom, adventure 
into discovery, and change into transformation.

How will you transform the future, today?

With your support, we go further
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