
           
 
 
 

‘Opening your thinking to future possibilities’ workshop 
at the Central European Business Forum, a Small Business Festival Victoria 2017 Event 

 

Date:  Thursday, 10 August 2017 
Time:  4:00pm to 5.00pm (3:45pm arrival workshop) 
Venue:  International Chamber House, Level 5, 121 Exhibition Street, Melbourne, 3000, Victoria 
 

Introduction to Futures Thinking:  
How to bring foresight into your strategic thinking, planning & action 

‘Futures Thinking’ and ‘Foresight’ have been gaining in visibility over the last decade or two, and are 
now increasingly being used in the direction-setting work of corporate, government and not-for-
profit sector organisations. But what is Futures Thinking, and how can it and Foresight be utilised in 
strategic planning, policy development and leadership? 

This interactive business forum will explore the foundational ideas of ‘futures thinking’ that underpin 
the practice of ‘Strategic Foresight’ – the use of futures thinking and foresight methods in 
organisationally-useful ways. You’ll explore and discover: 

• Key ideas and concepts for thinking seriously about the future 
• Mental models to help cut through the ‘noise’ and find important signals of change 
• How much of ‘the future’ is present in your day-to-day strategic activities 
• How broadly and deeply your organisation thinks about the future 
• How leaders and their organisations can face uncertain futures 

 

Speaker: Dr Joseph Voros  

Dr Voros is a Senior Lecturer in Strategic Foresight at Swinburne Business 
School, and has been involved with teaching the Master of Strategic Foresight 
since it was founded in 2001. He teaches futures thinking and the theory and 
practice of foresight in organisations and society, and developed an award-
winning framework for designing and using foresight methods based on his 
organisationally-based practice and subsequent academic research.  

Prior to joining Swinburne in 2000, he completed a PhD in theoretical physics 
and spent several years working in internet-related companies, including a stint with the legendary 
Silicon Valley-based Netscape Communications. He has a strong belief in the need for both rigorous 
intellectual discipline as well as practical pragmatic utility in ‘real world’ contexts, and this belief lies 
at the heart of his approach to Futures Thinking and Strategic Foresight. 

E: jvoros@swin.edu.au  

W: https://www.swinburne.edu.au/research/our-research/access-our-research/find-a-researcher-
or-supervisor/researcher-profile/?id=jvoros  

mailto:jvoros@swin.edu.au
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/research/our-research/access-our-research/find-a-researcher-or-supervisor/researcher-profile/?id=jvoros
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/research/our-research/access-our-research/find-a-researcher-or-supervisor/researcher-profile/?id=jvoros

