
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ignite Swinburne – space technology event  

Event: Ignite Swinburne: Space Tech – the new Australian industry 

Date: Tuesday 19 February 2019 

Location: Theatre AMDC301 - Level 3, Swinburne Advanced Manufacturing 

and Design Centre 

Arrival time: 8am 

Speaking engagement: 8am – 10am 

Speaking time: 5 minutes, starting at 8.35 (networking at 9.45am-10am) 

 

 

  

https://victorianchamber.com.au/training/events/evevcci021
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Acknowledgements/special guests  

 Victoria’s Lead Scientist Dr Amanda Caples 

 Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry Chief Executive Mark Stone 

AM 

Acknowledgement of Country   

I would like to begin by respectfully acknowledging the Traditional Owners of 

the land on which we gather, the Wurundjeri peoples of the Kulin Nation. We 

also pay respects to all Aboriginal Community Elders, past and present, who 

have resided in the area and have been an integral part of the history of this 

region. 

 

Introduction 

 

In a fast-paced world that is constantly changing, Swinburne aims to be one of 

the best universities in the world for industry partnerships and innovation.  

We have strong alignments with hundreds of leading technology, health, 

manufacturing, logistics, financial service and other partners. 

Our partners extend from our local community to the world’s largest global 

companies. 

Through these partnerships, we are forging connections that reach from 

Melbourne across the globe and even into the outer reaches of space. 
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Entrepreneurial spirit, practical application 

 

At Swinburne, we have built a culture characterised by an entrepreneurial and 

collaborative spirit. 

Our world-ranked research programs position us to tackle complex challenges 

and advance frontiers of knowledge.  

Through education, Swinburne is developing the skills needed for the digitally-

savvy workforce of the future – for the fourth industrial revolution.  

As many of you are aware, the fourth industrial revolution captures the digital 

transformation of our manufacturing industries and is characterised by cyber-

physical systems involving technologies such as the Internet of Things, robotics, 

cloud computing, and artificial intelligence. 

The fourth industrial revolution – or Industry 4.0 - is driving profound 

transformation across our society and economy. 

Swinburne is one of the only universities to have developed a holistic Industry 

4.0 strategy. 

Our strategy sees us working with our partners to establish an open-access 

Factory of the Future with Industry 4.0 Testlabs that enable experimentation 

and learning. 
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As you will hear today, we are:  

 printing 3D lightweight carbon materials;  

 using Nobel Prize winning ultra-fast laser technology to develop low-

energy electronics; and 

 measuring gravitational waves, opening the door to understanding the 

universe.  

 

We are even helping high school students send teeth into space. 

We have a long, proud history of industry-based learning, taking our students to 

businesses to share their fresh insights and knowledge.  

We also invite our partners to join us on our campuses, where industry, 

researchers and our students are working together on building an innovation 

ecosystem.  

Examples of outcomes through industry partnerships 

 

An example of this work is our partnership with Siemens. 

This relationship has established the first Mindsphere Centre for Australia – an 

Industry 4.0 demonstration and application hub. 

We have also pioneered an Industry 4.0 training program, the Associate Degree 

of Applied Technologies. We are thrilled to see our first cohort of students from 

this degree placed within Siemens this year. 
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We are ambitious in our global reach but we remain connected to our local 

communities, working with small and medium enterprises to turn good ideas 

into commercial outcomes that have impact.  

For example, our researchers and students designed Australia’s first bushfire-

certified, customisable skylight with Melbourne manufacturer Atlite Skylights. 

Our local partners are invited to work with us in our new Digital Transformation 

Center established with DXC to provide innovative digital solutions to Victorian 

industries.  

To Space 2.0 and beyond  

This morning, we turn our attention to space. 

Australia seeks a larger piece of the international space market – worth an 

estimated 400 billion Australian dollars. 

A booming space industry will benefit sectors including health, defence, 

agriculture and telecommunications. It will change lives, creating social and 

economic impact that is as yet unknown. 

We are no longer on the cusp. 

We are at the forefront and at the centre of the next industrial revolution. 

We have our eyes on the skies and our feet firmly planted on the ground, 

developing the workforce of the future for the needs of the next generation. 

The future is ours to shape.  

[END] 


