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W e l c o m e  t o  S w i n b u r n e
Our students are fortunate. Swinburne University of

Technology is one of the few universities in Australia

to offer a full range of programs from apprenticeships

to PhDs. We give our students the added flexibility in

study options of following well-defined ‘Pathways’

between our TAFE and Higher Education sectors.

Swinburne not only provides students with the skills

and knowledge that will help them find employment

in their chosen career, but also provides an exciting

environment that makes learning fun. Our students

have access to a number of sporting, computer,

library and student welfare facilities at each campus

and all campuses are in close proximity to many

forms of public transport.

Undergraduate students also have the advantage of

working closely with industry through our Industry-

Based Learning (IBL) program. Our IBL program not

only provides students with paid work experience

before graduating, it often leads to full-time

employment opportunities with the same employer

after graduation. Most degree courses include IBL

which provides free-flow information between the

University and the future employers of our graduates.

Please visit our website for further information about

the University at: www.swin.edu.au 

We trust you will enjoy your time at Swinburne.

J G Wallace

Vice-Chancellor



T h e  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s

H o w  t o  u s e  t h i s  C o u r s e  G u i d e
The University and TAFE Course Guide provides an overview of the

undergraduate courses available at Swinburne, including Bachelor

degrees and TAFE certificates and diplomas.

To locate a specific course, consult the Course Index on pages 95

to 102, and identify the course title and page reference you

require. Alternatively, choose one of the colour coded study areas

listed below and browse through that section.

� Applied and Industrial Sciences

� Business, Innovation and Management

� Computing and Information Technology

� Design

� Engineering and Technology

� Health and Human Services

� Hospitality and Tourism

T h e  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s

University Courses (Higher Education)

Bachelor Degree

Degree courses take three years or more of full-time study (or

equivalent part-time) and provide students with a professional

qualification. Entry usually requires satisfactory completion of the

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or equivalent or appropriate

level of TAFE studies. Many degrees at Swinburne offer an optional

Industry-Based Learning (IBL) year and an additional specialised

Honours year. A number of Double Degree courses are also

available.

Dual Qualifications

Swinburne offers programs combining three year degree programs

with two year TAFE diplomas. The program enables students to

complete the two courses at the same time, providing graduates

with two qualifications on completion. Dual Qualifications generally

take four years of full-time study.

Postgraduate Courses

Studies undertaken after completion of a Bachelor Degree or

extensive work experience in the relevant field, usually in a

specialised area of study. Postgraduate courses include Doctor of

Philosophy (PhD), Masters by coursework or research, Graduate

Diploma or Graduate Certificate. A PhD is the highest academic

qualification attainable. Telephone 1300 368 777 for a copy of the

Postgraduate Course Guide.

TAFE Courses 

Advanced Diploma 

Highest level TAFE qualification requiring three years of full-time

study (or equivalent part-time). Entry is based on satisfactory

completion of the Diploma or equivalent.

Diploma 

Normally two years of full-time study (or equivalent part-time).

Entry is based on successful completion of the VCE or relevant

industry experience.

Certificate IV 

Normally one year of full-time study (or equivalent part-time),

which can lead to the Diploma. Entry is based on successful

completion of the VCE or relevant industry experience.

Certificates I – III 

Courses vary in length and can include basic employment and

preparatory skills, broad based induction skills and/or workplace

skills at a basic level.

Apprenticeships and Traineeships

Certificate courses which have formal employment agreements

and involve on-the-job training.

Note: There is a gradual phasing out of the old system of TAFE
qualifications (Advanced Certificates and Associate Diplomas),
to be replaced by the above national system of awards.

� Multimedia

� Social Sciences and Arts

� Visual and Performing Arts

� Vocational Preparatory Education

If you require more detailed information:

� complete the Brochure Order form at the back of the Guide; 

� for general information telephone the information hotline on

1300 368 777; 

� for specific information contact the School /Department on

the number provided at the end of each entry; 

� come to an information session on one of our Open Days; or

� visit the Course and Subject Database website at:

http://pandora.swin.edu.au/guide

2 S w i n b u r n e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Te c h n o l o g y
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G l o s s a r y

Articulation
The development of integrated curriculum which allows for student
movement between TAFE and Higher Education (see Pathways).

Bachelor Degree
The title for an undergraduate degree course, for example a
Bachelor of Business.

Course
A program of study that leads to the award of a diploma, degree or
other qualification.

Deferment
The reservation of your place in a course for usually one year.
Deferment is not available for all courses and only applies to
Higher Education courses. Applicants need to apply to the relevant
Swinburne School for deferment prior to enrolling.

Double Degree
Simultaneous study of two Bachelor degrees. For example,
Bachelor of Engineering/Bachelor of Arts.

Dual Qualification
Simultaneous study of two courses. Usually a Bachelor’s degree
and a TAFE diploma.

Elective
A subject which is not a core (compulsory) subject. An elective is
still credited to the course.

ENTER
Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank (ENTER). The percentile
ranking of a Victorian Year 12 student. It provides a comparative
placement of students in the age group in that year on the basis of
their VCE studies. For example, an ENTER of 75.00 would mean
that a student has ranked equal to or better than 75% of the age
group of VCE students for that year.

Graduate
A person who has satisfactorily completed all the requirements for
their qualfication.

HECS
Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS). The fees that
students pay to the government to cover the cost of part of their
degree. The remaining cost is funded by the federal government.

Leave of Absence
Refers to a period of approved absence from a course and is
available only to currently enrolled students.

Lecture
A one to three hour class where the lecturer discusses particular
topics, with little or no input from students.

Major
Sequence of studies usually taken over three stages in a single or
related subject area.

Multi-modal Learning
Study offered by a range of delivery methods: traditional lectures,
computers, study guides, off-campus study centres, video and more.
Students are able to choose a mode of study that most suits their needs.

Pathways
Movement between one course to another with appropriate credit
transfer based on completion of equivalent studies. Pathways make 
it easier for students to move between courses offered by TAFE and by
Higher Education.

Postgraduate Course
Studies undertaken after completion of a Bachelors Degree, usually 
in a specialised area of study. Studies can either be completed by
coursework or research.

Prerequisite
Subjects that must be completed before a person is eligible to enter 
a particular course or enrol into a particular subject.

Professional Recognition
On completion of a sequence of agreed studies, graduates are 
eligible to become members of professional associations. In some
cases it is necessary to be a member of a professional association
before graduates can practise in that profession.

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)
Is recognition by the University of prior studies undertaken by a student
that may satisfy part of the academic requirements of the course in
which the student is enrolled. Recognition of relevant work experience
and or life experience is also taken into account.

Semester
The University year is made up of two main teaching periods known as
Semesters. Semester 1 runs from March to July and Semester 2 runs
from July to November. There is also a summer semester which runs
from December to February but not all subjects are available for study.

TAFE
TAFE stands for ‘Technical and Further Education’. TAFE institutions
provide vocational training for students and offer courses at a
professional and para-professional level covering diploma, certificate,
apprenticeship, VCE and  access programs.

Tutorial
A small class, usually no more than 25 students, where students
discuss any issues raised in the lecture with a tutor. The tutor is either
an academic or a postgraduate student.

Undergraduate Course
Courses that require at least three years of full-time post-secondary study.



W h y  s t u d e n t s
c h o o s e  S w i n b u r n e
You’re approaching a very important time

in your life and decisions must be made.

There are many courses to study at many

different institutions. So why should you

choose Swinburne? What are the benefits

of studying here? What will set you apart

from students at other universities when

you seek employment? Here are a number

of reasons why you should seriously

consider studying at Swinburne.

I n d u s t r y - B a s e d
L e a r n i n g  ( I B L )

Industry-Based Learning (IBL) is the

cornerstone of many academic programs

at Swinburne. IBL is an optional program

undertaken by students before the final

year of their degree and where they learn

by working 24 or 48 weeks, in paid,

supervised, professional employment which

complements their university studies.

Each year IBL is undertaken by more than

700 students across six higher education

schools and in all the courses at the

Lilydale campus. More than 350

companies participate as IBL employers.

Research at Swinburne shows that,

compared with other students, IBL

graduates:

� Have a higher graduate starting salary.

� Have a higher level of responsibility for
their first graduate job.

� Secure a job faster than their non IBL
counterparts.

� Gain enhanced workplace skills.

� Often return to their IBL employer on
completion of their degree.

In a nutshell an IBL placement:

� Is generally taken in the third year 
of a degree course and runs up to 
48 weeks.

� Is available if you meet the academic
requirements of your course and are
selected by an employer.

� Provides paid employment.

� Helps you develop skills in your chosen
profession through up-to-date and real
work experience.

� Helps you develop your interpersonal
skills and increase your maturity and
motivation.

� Provides you with a substantial industry-
based experience prior to graduation.

� Makes you more employable in the
competitive graduate job market.

� Assists you in understanding the
complexity of today’s work
environment, especially in such
matters as employer expectations,
working to deadlines, the role of
technology, and the major issues and
priorities for modern organisations.

� Provides you with contacts which will
enhance your networks for possible
use in your studies and later, in
seeking employment.

For further information visit the IBL
website: www.swin.edu.au/corporate/ ili

W h y  s t u d e n t s  c h o o s e  S w i n b u r n e

4 S w i n b u r n e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Te c h n o l o g y
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P a t h w a y s
The Swinburne Pathways Program has been designed to ensure that

students who are interested in continuing their formal education gain

as much benefit as possible out of studies already done.

The development of Pathways has made it easier than ever before

to move between courses offered by TAFE and by the University.

Whether you are coming from school, Swinburne TAFE, another

TAFE institute or another university, credit transfer pathways are 

in place to help your application into the right course at the

appropriate level.

The credit transfer arrangements guarantee you maximum flexibility

and maximum choice.

For further information contact the relevant school.

D i s t a n c e  L e a r n i n g
Swinburne TAFE Distance Learning provides access to quality

courses at a place, time and pace that best suits your lifestyle.

As a student of Swinburne TAFE you will receive regular feedback

from your tutor via assignments and in some instances, tutorials 

or workshops.

The ability to make choices and tailor your learning program makes

Distance Learning flexible and satisfying. Distance Learning is an

accepted mode of study and you will receive nationally recognised

qualifications at the appropriate Certificate, Diploma or Advanced

Diploma level on successful completion of your course.

Areas of study currently available through Distance Learning

include:

� Accounting

� Banking and Finance

� Credit Management

� Estate Agency Practice

� Legal Practice

� Management

� Marketing

� Natural Resource Management

� Office Administration

� Professional Writing and Editing

� Real Estate for Agents’ Representatives

� Retail Operations

� Small Business Management

For further information refer to the individual entries in this course

guide, or contact the Centre for Distance Learning on 1800 633 560.

V E T  i n  t h e  V C E
VET in the VCE is a Government initiative that offers students a 

chance to complete Year 11 and Year 12 at school while undertaking

vocational studies at Swinburne. Swinburne offers a variety of VET in

the VCE courses including hospitality, automotive engineering, retail

operations, and sport and recreation.

Students who complete a VET in the VCE program alongside their

normal VCE studies can articulate into further study, such as

Certificate IV or Diploma studies. These programs can also improve

the students’ employment opportunities and provide a valuable insight

into the industry they have chosen. Furthermore, many VET courses

can now be assessed as part of their ENTER score.

Swinburne TAFE has been involved in VET in the VCE since 1994 

and has developed partnerships with over forty secondary colleges

throughout the Melbourne area. For information regarding the VET

in the VCE program at Swinburne contact the VET Co-ordinator on 

(03) 9213 6778.

Swinburne students demonstrate a f ine

combinat ion of  pract ical  appl icat ion and

theoret ical  knowledge making them

readi ly  employable
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W h y  s t u d e n t s  c h o o s e  S w i n b u r n e

Imagine the excitement and challenges of studying 

one or two semesters of your degree overseas!

International Exchange Programs, Education Abroad

Programs (EAP) and Study Tours are available at

Swinburne. You can choose from nineteen different

countries including North America, Scandinavia, and

European and Asian countries. Travel grants are also

available.

Every semester, Swinburne University of Technology

hosts many students from overseas institutions. These

partner institutions in turn provide opportunities for our

Swinburne students to study part of their degree

overseas. Exchange ‘host’ universities not only present 

a diverse range of subject selection; they also provide a

secure base and a supportive community from which

the student can explore the nuances of foreign cultures.

Students do not need to lengthen the duration of their

studies as they can gain full credit for their overseas

study. You don’t have to speak another language as our

partners offer many courses in English. As students are

constantly looking for ‘the edge’ over other students

when they graduate, International Student Exchange

provides every opportunity to gain that edge.

Visit the resource library at the Education Abroad Office,

Business and Arts Building (BA922), Hawthorn campus.

If you have any questions, contact:

Education Abroad Office on (03) 9214 5147

Website: http://www.swin.edu.au/edabroad

“Studying abroad has been an invigorat ing

experience. There is  so much to absorb and

many adjustments to  make but  i t  is  a l l  rather

st imulat ing.”

Danielle Antczak (Mechanical Engineering 

student to Umea University, Sweden, 1999)

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A b r o a d
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N o n  S c h o o l  L e a v e r
Swinburne offers a lifetime of learning for all ages, which is

clearly shown by the fact that the majority of people

studying at both TAFE and University have not come directly

from school.

The extensive variety of courses offered at Swinburne

means that most students can find a course that suits their

needs. But Bob Hamann and his colleagues at the Ngwala

Willumbong Co-operative couldn’t find a course that met

their requirements, so Bob worked with Swinburne to create

a specifically designed course.

Bob explains, “I wanted to be a trainer to teach our people.

We designed the course in conjunction with Swinburne. The

course was more informal and used language us Kooris

could relate to.”

Together with Kooris from across Melbourne, Bob enrolled

for the newly designed one-year Assessment and Workplace

Training course. He spent one day a week, away from his

job as an accommodation support worker, to study at the

Healesville campus.

Bob’s newfound skills are put to good use as part of his

work with homeless people in St.Kilda. Describing his work

he said, “My job is finding permanent accommodation for

the homeless. Aborigines mainly, but there’s also people

with alcohol or drugs problems and people who have left

home because of domestic violence and the like.”

S c h o l a r s h i p s
Swinburne offers a large range of scholarships to new

enrolling students to recognise their academic achievement

and assist them financially. For further information refer to

the Swinburne 2001 Scholarship Program brochure, or visit:

http://www.swin.edu.au/scholarships

S u m m e r  S e m e s t e r
TAFE and Higher Education students can accelerate their

study program by undertaking summer semester subjects.

For further information visit:

http: / /www.swin.edu.au/summer

R e s e a r c h
Swinburne is one of the few universities in Australia that

offers a range of qualifying programs covering TAFE, Higher

Education and Postgraduate Research.

In a dynamic university, much of the material being

addressed in undergraduate courses today was only

recently the subject of frontline research and development.

It is this interaction of teaching, learning and research that

describes the spirit of a true university.

Research is all about exploring the unknown. The urge to

satisfy curiosity, to expand our basic knowledge and to

apply this knowledge to the creation of new products,

processes and services, is what research at Swinburne is

all about.

A few of the areas under investigation at Swinburne include:

� millisecond pulsar astronomy utilising one of the largest
supercomputers in Australia; 

� probing the course of a chemical reaction in real-time
with the femtosecond laser spectrometer; 

� understanding the dynamics of the human brain; 

� creating machines so small they would fit on a pinhead;

� understanding complex social issues such as Housing,
Asian Politics and the meaning of Citizenship; 

� understanding the way large businesses organise
themselves; and

� developing the science behind natural therapies.

Look at the Swinburne course guide. If you think research

is for you, examine some of the innovative undergraduate

courses which are designed to lead into a research degree.

I look forward to seeing you in the future as a research

student. Meantime, good luck with your undergraduate

program.

Professor Kerry Pratt

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research)
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12-50 Norton Road
Croydon Vic 3136
Telephone: (03) 9214 8000

Croydon offers TAFE diploma and certificate courses in the areas of business and management,
computing and information technology, electronics, hospitality and tourism, and health and
human services. It also offers pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship course in building and
construction, and a wide variety of short courses.

The campus is located a short walk from the Croydon station and shopping centre in the foothills
of Mt Dandenong. Eastland Shopping Centre is a five kilometre drive or a two-stop train journey
away, providing extensive shopping, and restaurants. The No. 755 bus which services the area
between Croydon and Ferntree Gully stations, passes by the door.

Croydon campus is also home to the Industry Development Centre which is a high quality,
purpose-built conference centre offering a wide range of meeting spaces, related services and
equipment. It is available for hire by telephoning (03) 9213 6662.

CROYDON 
CAMPUS

➔ Melway reference: 50 K5 C r o y d o n c a m p u s

John Street
Hawthorn Vic 3122
Telephone: (03) 9214 8000

Hawthorn, Swinburne’s original campus, is home to the central administration, many of its
undergraduate and postgraduate programs, research institutes/centres, and a campus of the
TAFE Division. It is also the site of many of Swinburne’s research and training centres. The
campus is located seven kilometres east of the city, and is easily accessible by train and tram.
It is situated in the heart of Hawthorn and is close to restaurants, cafes and shops. Students
enjoy an extensive library, bookshop, cafeterias, and sports centre.

The campus has expanded from the original single building of 1908 to cover a sizeable area
from Burwood Road to Park Street in the north, and across to Henry Street in the east. Over
recent years development has included new TAFE buildings, on-campus student
accommodation and a multi-deck carpark. In 2000 the new library extension was completed
providing improved library facilities for students and staff.

HAWTHORN
CAMPUS

Hawthorn Town Hall

Glenferrie 
Railway Station

Tram 70, 75

Burwood Rd
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➔ Melway reference: 45 E10 H a w t h o r n c a m p u s

237 Maroondah Highway
Healesville Vic 3777
Telephone: (03) 5957 1800

Situated at the top end of the Yarra Valley, Swinburne’s campus at Healesville offers a wide
range of courses and subjects to meet community needs. There is a special focus on small
business, computing and office administration. Courses in horticulture, agriculture, art and
design, indigenous studies and tourism are also offered.

Small Business Victoria – First Place, a Victorian government initiative, is located at the
Healesville campus providing a number of services for small business including information on
licensing requirements, counselling, and a small business bookshop.

HEALESVILLE
CAMPUS

Bus 685

➔ Melway reference: 270 C12 H e a l e s v i l l e c a m p u s



9W e b s i t e : w w w . s w i n . e d u . a u

Melba Avenue
Lilydale Vic 3140
Telephone: (03) 9214 8000

The Lilydale campus is set in a picturesque 24 hectare rural setting with panoramic views across
the Lillydale Lake to the foothills and ranges of the Yarra Valley. The state-of-the-art campus has
been established to provide for the higher education needs of Melbourne’s outer-east. It is situated
40kms east of Melbourne and is located within 20 minutes walking distance of a transport hub
with access to rail and bus networks. On campus parking is available.

Lilydale offers undergraduate degree programs in the areas of Business, Applied Science and
Social Science. Multimodal learning is a feature of Swinburne’s educational provision. Traditional
methods of learning are augmented by a range of independent learning methods designed to
capitalise on the benefits offered by computer and media technology.

The TAFE Division offers diplomas and certificates in business and management, information
technology, agriculture and hospitality. It also runs short courses in art, business studies and
computing, health and wellbeing, and hospitality and tourism.

LILYDALE
CAMPUS

Bus 680

➔ Melway reference: 38 D6 L i l y d a l e c a m p u s

144 High Street
Prahran Vic 3181
Telephone: (03) 9214 8000

Prahran campus is home to the renowned National School of Design, which offers a range of
graphic, industrial, interior/exhibition, and multimedia design courses at undergraduate and
postgraduate level. Prahran also offers TAFE programs in a range of areas such as business, social
sciences, visual arts, and hospitality.

A large number of short courses are offered in the areas of entertainment, arts, language, fitness,
business, computing and information technology.

The campus is ideally situated in cosmopolitan Prahran close to the market, shops and cafes. It is
five kilometres south of the city, and easily accessible by train, tram or bus. Prahran is small and
friendly with a mixture of modern and historic buildings. Major redevelopments have been
undertaken on the campus, including an Arts/Multimedia building, a building housing social
sciences, library, student facilities and cafeteria, and a new Performing Arts complex.

PRAHRAN
CAMPUS
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➔ Melway reference: 58 D6 P r a h r a n c a m p u s

369 Stud Road
Wantirna Vic 3152
Telephone: (03) 9214 8000

The Wantirna campus houses the central administration of Swinburne’s TAFE Division. It offers diploma
and certificate courses in the areas of art and design, automotive, business and management, computing
and information technology, engineering and electronics, horticulture, and health and human services.
Short courses in a wide range of subject areas are also offered in either day or evening time slots.

Wantirna offers an innovative approach to education via dual qualification programs; giving students
the opportunity to achieve both a diploma and a degree. The current courses available are the
Advanced Diploma of Business Accounting and the Advanced Diploma of Business Marketing with
direct entry into the final two years of the Bachelor of Business at the Lilydale campus.

Located just a short walk from the campus is the Knox City Shopping Centre where most facilities 
can be found including: extensive shopping, banks, a post office, restaurants, a cinema complex and
bowling alley. The campus is easily accessible via the many buses that terminate at the Centre.

WANTIRNA
CAMPUS

Bus 665

➔ Melway reference: 63 J12 W a n t i r n a  c a m p u s
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“The best  way to make fr iends is  by jo ining

one of  the numerous clubs and part ic ipat ing

in social  act iv i t ies. In  my t ime at  Swinburne,

I  have been on water  ski  t r ips, represented

Swinburne in  rowing at  the Universi ty  Games,

jo ined the Japanese, Country and Market ing

clubs.” – Tenni l le  Bayly


