
THE FUTURE OF ACADEME – A VIEW FROM THE U.S. 
  
Abstract 
The university – as we know it – is under serious threat. Universities are being 
forced to undergo change at an unprecedented rate. Some of this change is 
undoubtedly good, but at the very core of this change are some issues that 
need careful consideration. 
 
In this talk, I will explore some significant issues which we as academics need 
to think about. In particular: is there a future for Universities; Colleges of 
Business within them; and IS departments? What is driving this concern over 
the future of universities? I’ll look at issues such as competition (from where: 
low cost producers – India, China, etc.; Industry run units – McDonald’s 
University; Private, on-line universities – University of Phoenix, etc.; Paper 
mills – Century University); sources of revenue (state funding, student tuition, 
research grants, endowments/ donations, executive programs, consulting, 
etc.); disruptive technologies (i.e. technologies enabled by the internet, 
Web2.0, etc.). 
 
Lastly, I shall try to articulate what I see as the ‘rules’ of this new game, and 
suggest ‘whose rules are they?’ The talk will concentrate on the financial 
issues associated with university survival and where these drivers are coming 
from. It will not address issues such as philosophy of education, history of 
education/research, or types of knowledge that universities generate. 
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