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Coral surfaces are replete with microbial communities that may contribute to their hosts by providing them with nutrition or protection from pathogens. On the other hand these microbes may be saprophytic or pathogenic in nature. We characterized the biodiversity of microorganisms inhabiting the mucus surface on reef building corals. Currently we are focusing on large polyped coral species species from the gnenera: Favia, Acantastrea and Fungia, from Eilat, Red Sea and from Heron Island Great Barrier Reef (GBR) that are often covered by a layer of “aggregate-like” microorganisms. These microorganisms are embedded in the mucus and in the tissue in a patchy distribution, with the highest density occurring in the area of the polyp mouth. Understanding the nature of the relations between these microbial communities and their coral hosts is of importance in the understanding of coral reef biology.
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